
 
 

SUMMARY:  

 

 No one blazed a trail through American politics quite like Donald Trump, 

and no one was better equipped to track it than Stump Connolly. In columns going 

back to 2012, Connolly reports on Trump’s triumphs and tragedies in all their 

grandiose absurdity. With insight and humor, he takes us through the 2016 

conventions, the emergence of Trump Nation, the Wall, the Russian investigation, 

coronavirus, missteps at home, pratfalls abroad, Trump’s 2020 defeat, and the 

growing snowball of denial that led to the Capitol Insurrection. 

 

 The former president took the American economy to its greatest heights and 

plunged it into a disastrous pandemic, leaving the country in a valley of despair 

separating two distinct political and social cultures. Follow along with Stump as he 

tries to make sense of it as it was happening in his weekly column as chief political 

correspondent of The Week Behind. 

 

  “We all have had to lower our standards for leadership in this 

administration, but is it too much to ask I Alone not to turn every policy 

debate into a referendum on his own fragile ego? Whether he is feuding with 

the media over his inauguration crowd or berating federal judges for halting 

his Muslim travel ban, his determination to say or do anything he damn well 

pleases isn’t just delusional, it’s a cancerous obsession.” 
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STUMP CONNOLLY BIO: 

 

 Been there, done that. How many political reporters can say that? Stump’s 

been gassed at the ’68 Democratic convention in Chicago, hung with Hunter 

Thompson in Wisconsin in ’72, spent the ’92 convention in New York inside 

Clinton’s command and control trailer and pioneered internet political coverage in 

’96 in STUMP, A Campaign Journal. Connolly is a veteran political observer of 

six previous presidential campaigns, an independent documentary producer and the 

longest running political commentator on the Internet. 

 

 He is the author of Talk’s Cheap, Let’s Race! an unabashed account of 

crashing the 2004 presidential race as chief political correspondent of The Week 

Behind and The Long Slog, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the White 

House, an account of his adventures along the 2008 campaign trail. He was also a 

co-producer of three PBS documentaries on the 1992 presidential race – The 

Primary, Convention and It’s Debatable – released on DVD as Road to the 

Presidency: Inside the Clinton Campaign.  

 

ADVANCE PRAISE: 

  

 “STUMP vs. TRUMP. A Winner! And it’s not Trump.” 

    –Bill Kurtis, legendary anchorman 

 

 “Smart, funny–and right.” –Don Rose, political consultant 

 

 “As serious and scary as this world can be, Stump's account of the Trump 

years reads like he’s in the passenger seat on a joyride through Crazyland that does 

not end well.” –Jonathan Alter, political commentator, presidential biographer and 

TV analyst.  

 

 “This is Stump on top of his game. Informed, absorbing, funny, and might I 

add, wildly American.” – Douglas Bell, The Newsroom (CBC Television) 

  

 “Stump’s essays deftly capture pivotal moments of Trump’s presidency with 

a reporter’s eye for detail and a sense of humor reflective of the often-

flabbergasted public at large. His book is a time capsule of this frightening, foolish 

and often hard to believe stretch of our nation’s history.”  

      –Rex Huppke, Chicago Tribune 

 



 “Covering Donald Trump was like being a fire chief in hell. You were never 

off duty because the flames never went out. You groped for any cool, tiny islands 

of sanity, and ole’ Stump was one of these. Let him cool our fevered national 

brow.”         –Charles P. Pierce, Esquire Magazine 

 

 “If you voted for Biden, you’ll love this book. If you voted for Trump, you’ll 

probably get it for Christmas.” – Tom Geoghegan, Which Side Are You On 

 

EARLY REVIEWS:  

 

 “An intelligent, witty perspective on the Trump years . . . Relive the 

tumultuous Trump presidency through the lens of a battle-hardened political 

observer. Connolly’s smart, acerbic commentary walks readers through the Trump 

presidency, with concise editorials on the 2016 campaign, impeachment, 

mismanagement of the Covid-19 pandemic, post-election tantrums that culminated 

in the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol insurrection, and more. . . Without minimizing the 

grave consequences of Trump’s actions, Connolly successfully balances astute 

analysis with humor. – Kirkus Reviews 

 

 

AUTHOR NOTES: 

 

 For the last 25 years, I’ve been the chief political correspondent of The 

Week Behind, tagging along on the presidential campaign trail trying to amuse my 

readers with reports on the lighter side of politics. Donald Trump changed all that. 

His campaign trail ran through Twitter and the cable news channels.  So that’s 

where I watched him during one of the most awful periods in American politics.  

 

 Keeping up with a man who can’t stay on track longer than an elephant on a 

tightrope was amusing at first, then alarming, and finally horrifying. He 

campaigned in polemics and governed in a fantasy world of his own creation. 

Whether he was advocating for a southern border wall, a ban on Muslims, repeal of 

Obamacare, a tariff war with China, detente with Russia or a fast fix (bleach) to the 

Coronavirus pandemic, he never offered solutions that couldn’t be summarized in a 

tweet.  

 

 Donald Trump defined himself by his enemies, and he went out of his way 

to create them in Congress, in his own party and in the press. Dozens of his closest 

advisors resigned with dire warnings of his incompetence. “I think we need to look 

harder at who we elect,” his former chief of staff Gen. John Kelly said. “I think we 



should look at people that are running for office and put them through the filter: 

What is their character like? What are their ethics?”  

 

 Here are the columns I wrote as I tried to keep up with him, a 

contemporaneous history of the times reflecting my amazement at the things he got 

away with. He found cracks in the foundation of American democracy and drove a 

wedge into them, built a base of cultish followers, dismissed any criticism in the 

press as fake news and plunged America into a pandemic. It wasn’t fun, but having 

survived, I hope we can look back someday and appreciate the absurdity of making 

a man like that the leader of the free world. 
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